Walter “"Brick’ Stone
Founder of Hofstra Wrestling ...

Wiaher D “Brick” Stone

founded the Hofstra
wrosthing program in
19460, A native Long
Islander, Brick was
well known for his
many  achievements
at  Lynbrook High
School on the wack
and field team. He
wias the Mational AALT
Junior Steeplechase
champion in 1937, A
Virsiny trackman at
the TUniversity of
Michigan far three
vears, he also played
foathall with former
President, Gerald Ford.

Brick served in the 105 Navy during World War I1
Shortly after his discharge, he was hired by Hofsira
University. One of his first assignments was head
track coach and trainer, Despite having no previous
experience  with wrestling, he was charged with
setting a collegiate program and petting it ready for
COMPETeN

His love for and devotion to this sport were
apparcnt o the student-athletes on campus, His
tireless efforts and integeity attracted the students
necessary o get his program stacted. In the beginning
it was his charisma that jump-startcd the process,
i critcal factor at a time when financial aid was
rmindmal

During s carly carcer as coach he studied  under
Meplam High School kgend, Frnk “Sprig” Gandner, He
ako attended summer wrestling camps conducted by
the great Lehigh coach, Rilly 3heridan. Brck Stone quickhy
acguired a vast knowledge of the intricacies of the mear
game and firmby established himsell a5 one of the Detter
voung colleme wrestling coaches in the Exst,

Im a few short vears he gained the attenton and
esteem of other coaches from larger and more
cstablished wresiling programs, Schools such as Towa,
Michigan, and Pittsburgh showed up on the Hofstea
schedule. This happened in the early “50s when the
program was stll develeping! This was a testimaony o
one man—DBrick Stone. He was recognized for his
tofal commitment to the sport, Amd this commitment,
coupled with his gquict butl intense competitve spicit
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Coanplfments of Dan Notine

would be an asset 1o Hofstra wrestling for many years,
Brick completed his coaching career with a record
of B(+5i-4, He went on to hold other positions ar
Hofstea, reticing in 1978, His family has also been
involved in the wrestling program since its inception
and continues to do so, Brick's widow Muricl attends
maost home matches and s regulady  recognized  at
Hofsir wrestling functions, His son Donald was an our-
standing wrestler at Penn State and an Eastern Division
champ. Arnther son, Briton, has been emploved at
the university a5 an assistant cquipment manager for
almost 40 vears. His faithful service was recently
recognized at a halfime presentation during 2
Hofstra-Lehigh football game

Although Brick has been gone for some time now,
the foundation he creatcd for the Hofstra wrestling
program is alive and well. After surviving the peaks
and walleys of most sports programs, Hofstra's
wiestling picture has never been bigger, brighter, or
better, Led by Coach Tommivy Bvan and his talented
staff, Hofstra cnjovs national recognition and ranks
among the top programs in the country. The very
first step in this 60 vear old program was taken by
Brick Stone.
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